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(57) Abstract 

There is disclosed a medical catheter comprising a proximal shaft section and a distal shaft section. The proximal shaft section has 
an inner diameter and wall thickness which is constant over the length of the proximal shaft section. The distal shaft section has an inner 
diameter which is greater than the proximal shaft inner diameter and has a step up or taper therebetween. The proximal end of the distal 
shaft section is aligned proximal to the proximal end of a curved portion of the guiding catheter's distal shaft section. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
Jl^ A medical catheter comprising: 

a proximal shaft section having an inner diameter, outer diameter and a wall thickness, 
the inner diameter being constant over the length of the proximal shaft section, the wall 
thickness being constant over the length of the proximal shaft; and 
a distal shaft section having an inner diameter, outer diameter and a wall thickness, the 
distal shaft section inner diameter being greater than the proximal shaft section inner 

diameter, the distal end of the proximal shaft section being c onnected to the proximal 

end of the distal shaft section by a step up. 
\(. The catheter according to claim 1 wherein the distal shaft section inner diameter 
'is sized to slidingly receive interventional devices. 

N ^?^ The catheter according to claim 1 wherein a proximal end of the distal shaft 
section is aligned proximal to the proximal end of a curved portion of the distal shaft 
section. 

W The catheter according to claim 1 wherein the inner diameter of the distal shaft 
feection is .002 inches to .004 inches larger than the inner diameter of the proximal shaft 
section. 

The catheter according to claim 1 wherein the inner diameter of the distal shaft 
section remains constant over the length of the distal shaft section. 

The catheter according to claim 1 wherein the wall thickness of the distal shaft 
ieption remains constant over the length of the distal shaft section. 

The catheter according to claim 1 wherein the outer diameter of the proximal 
shaft section is equal to the outer diameter of the distal shaft section. 
Ni. The catheter according to claim 1 wherein the step up is a taper which forms a 
'smooth and gradual transition between the inner diameter of the proximal shaft section 
and the inner diameter of the distal shaft section. 

The catheter according to claim 8 wherein the taper is formed by thermal 
welding. 
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